For Immediate Release

Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation Names 5 to Advisory Panel

Winston-Salem, NC (March 11, 2010) – The Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation has named five leaders from across North Carolina to its State Advisory Panel.  They are Marlowe Foster of Raleigh, Bill Gibson of Sylva, Jill Drzewiecki Rios of Asheville, Vivian Saunders of Lewiston, and Gina Uresti of Siler City.

Panel members participate in learning opportunities across the state and advise Foundation staff on emerging issues and opportunities in North Carolina.  In addition, the Advisory Panel selects recipients for the annual Nancy Susan Reynolds Awards.

Foster is director of U.S. public affairs and policy for Pfizer, the pharmaceutical company.  Prior to joining Pfizer, he was president and secretary of the board of the North Carolina Association of Health Plans.   He also worked for Lowe’s Companies as manager of corporate affairs and Winston-Salem State University as budget director.

Gibson has been executive director of the Southwestern Commission, a regional council of local governments representing the seven southwestern-most counties, for 34 years. He is a founding board member of the North Carolina Rural Economic Development Center, and a charter member of the Region A Partnership for Children. He is chair of the North Carolina Community Development Council.

Rios is director of North Carolina Interfaith Power & Light, a program of the North Carolina Council of Churches.  She is also a member of the board of North Carolina Conservation Network, an ambassador of Oxfam America’s Sisters on the Planet program, and serves on the Human Hurt and Hope Fund and stewardship commission of the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina.

Saunders is executive director of the Bertie County Traditional Family Resource Center and the Hive Windsor and Lewiston. She has served as interim director of the Bertie County Partnership for Children and interim director of resolution for Bertie County’s Teen Court. She has been chair of the Bertie County Day Care Association and served on the Bertie County Economic Development Association, as well as other organizations.

Uresti is a staff member of El Pueblo where she focuses on sexual health and reproductive rights of young Latinos. She is a bilingual daughter of immigrants and was raised in Siler City where she became involved in immigrants issues and advocacy at an early age through her work with various organizations and later at the Hispanic Liaison of Chatham County.

The Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation was founded in 1936 and is headquartered in Winston-Salem.  By its charter, it exists for the “accomplishment of charitable works in the state of North Carolina.”  The Foundation currently gives special attention to certain focus areas – community economic development, democracy and civic engagement, environment, pre-collegiate education, and social justice and equity.  Since its founding, the Foundation has made grants totaling more than $400 million to organizations in all 100 counties of North Carolina.
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