For Immediate Release

Foundation Seeks Nominations for Nancy Susan Reynolds Awards

Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation to Celebrate Awards’ 25th Anniversary

Winston-Salem (March 19, 2010) – The Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation is accepting nominations for its annual Nancy Susan Reynolds Awards that recognize unsung heroes whose courage, service, and advocacy are making a difference in their communities or throughout North Carolina.

Sometimes referred to as “North Carolina’s Nobel Prizes,” each of the awards is accompanied by a $25,000 prize – $5,000 to the winner and $20,000 that the winner designates for charitable organizations of his or her choice.
The deadline for nominations is June 1, 2010.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the awards and is the final year the awards will be presented.  Like the first awards ceremony in 1986, this final celebration will be held in November in Raleigh.
Awards are given in three categories:  advocacy – on behalf of people, issues, or concerns that otherwise may be without effective voices; personal service – for people helping other people in extraordinary ways; and race relations – for persons who have acted in ways to bring about improvements in multiculturalism and served as role models for racial understanding and cooperation.

The awards are best defined by the more than 80 people who have received them during the past 24 years.  Without consciously seeking winners who reflected the state’s demographics, the Foundation has chosen men and women who, in fact, do mirror the people of North Carolina.
There have been slightly more women than men. Recipients have ranged in age from their early 30s to their 80s. They have come from Franklin to Ocracoke.  There have been a notable number of persons of color and Native Americans.  There have been people who never made it past the eighth grade and people with doctorates.  Most of the recipients have been people of modest means, although some lived in poverty and others enjoyed the privilege of wealth.

What they were able to accomplish changed lives, communities, even the state. Their work changed attitudes and laws and regulations.  Together, they have had a profound impact on North Carolina.
Last year’s recipients were Chris Mumma of Durham, an attorney who has devoted her career to getting innocent people out of prison; Raymond Payne of High Point, a former homeless man who now spends his days and nights helping others who are homeless; and Marcia Espinola of Siler City, a young Chilean woman who has helped make her community a model for racial understanding and acceptance..

The awards were established in memory of Nancy Susan Reynolds, the daughter of R.J. and Katharine Smith Reynolds.  She was a philanthropist and a founding member, president, and lifetime trustee of the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation.

The Foundation’s State Advisory Panel considers many criteria in selecting recipients, including the impact of the nominees’ efforts and accomplishments; the difficulty of the circumstances surrounding the nominees’ work, such as personal adversity, community attitudes and geography; and the degree of recognition received.

Nominations may be made by anyone except the nominee and may be submitted in any one of the following ways:

· Submit a nomination online at www.zsr.org by going to Nancy Susan Reynolds Awards and clicking on Nomination Process.
· Download a nomination form at www.zsr.org by going to Nancy Susan Reynolds Awards and clicking on Nomination Process.

· Write or call the Foundation to requests a nomination form at the address and phone numbers below.

Nancy Susan Reynolds Awards

Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation

147 South Cherry Street, Suite 200

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27101-5287

336.725.7541 or 800.443.8319

Web site:  www.zsr.org
Email:  info@zsr.org
The Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation, headquartered in Winston-Salem, was established in 1936 as a memorial to the youngest child of R.J. Reynolds and Katharine Smith Reynolds and the brother of Nancy Susan Reynolds.  During its history, it has made grants of more than $414 million for projects in all 100 counties in North Carolina.  Although it makes grants to a wide range of projects, it gives special attention to five focus areas – community economic development, the environment, democracy and civic engagement, pre-collegiate education, and social justice and equity.  

More information is available at the Foundation’s web site, www.zsr.org.

# # #

For more information, please call Mary Fant Donnan at 336.725.7541
 or email at maryd@zsr.org
